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F O R E W O R D

M
ost of my career has been spent helping Christians depart from their every-
day lives to meet God in new and refreshing ways. As a Director with
Campus Crusade for ChristÕs Conference Ministry at Arrowhead Springs,

California, for many years, I was involved in developing or overseeing nearly six
thousand Christian retreats, conferences, and events.During a nearly ten year
period of time, week after week I saw over a half a million Christians leave the cares
and stresses of work and home behind to have what I call a ÒmountaintopÓ experi-
ence with God.

There is no doubt, something happens to us when we put ourselves in an envi-
ronment that is 180 degrees from our day-to-day life.Whether it is at a Christian
retreat center, on a tour abroad, a Christian cruise,or a family vacation, this change
in environment allows us to quiet the din of our everyday lives and meet God in
new and refreshing ways. Over the years I have seen marriages restored, families
strengthened, and career- and ministry-weary individuals reenergized. Most
importantly, as a result of these getaways, I have seen lives refresh with renewed
clarity and rededicated to a closer relationship with the Lord.This is my definition
of a ÒmountaintopÓ experience.

Because Christian travel provides an endless variety of opportunities for individ-
uals to experience these ÒmountaintopsÓ in their own lives, it has been the mission
of my company, Christian Travel Finder, to make this a reality for as many people as
possible. I share that vision with Kevin J.Wright, and he is a kindred spirit in this
pursuit.

For the last few years, unbeknownst to each other, Kevin and I have been on par-
allel paths in bringing Christian travel to a place of general awareness among both
Christian consumers and the travel trade. Consequently, we both began to be quoted
regularly in the same articles and media featuring the phenomenal growth and devel-
opment of faith-based travel. It was only a matter of time before our journeys inter-
sected.After getting to know Kevin, my deep admiration and respect for him made
it easy to partner with him in launching the World Religious Travel AssociationÑan
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association dedicated to educating and equipping the faith-based travel planner as
well as the travel suppliers who offer these very special travel programs.

The launch of WRTA and the subsequent release of The Christian Travel Planner
come at a pivotal time in the growth of Christian travel. Christians today are
demanding more travel options that are family friendly and enrich their faith.
Christians have had great success in driving the corporate world to offer products
that reflect their values, so it is no surprise that faith-based travel is on the rapid
rise. Christian travel is following in the footsteps of three major Christian consumer
segments: Christian music, books, and films. It wasnÕt long ago that we would have
been astounded at the idea of The Purpose-Driven Lifebecoming one of the best-sell-
ing books of all time and of Christian books representing 20 percent of Wal-MartÕs
book sales. Equally astounding would have been the thought that Christian music
would outsell jazz and classical music combined and thatThe Passion of the Christ
would become one of the highest grossing films of all time, subsequently giving
birth to numerous faith-based subsidiaries of movie studios.

Faith-based travel is one of the fastest growing segments in travel.According to
the World Tourism Organization, more than 300 million people embark on reli-
gious travel annually around the globe.The number of Americans traveling abroad
for pilgrimage and spiritual purposes has grown by almost 30 percent in the past
few years alone, according to the U.S. Office of Travel and Tourism Industries.And
some estimates place the religious travel industry at 18 billion dollars worldwide1.
This growing economic clout of Christians is capturing the travel industry's atten-
tion in a huge way. As a result, major tour and travel companies are rapidly devel-
oping new products to meet this growing demand. Many Christians now define an
"all-inclusive" vacation as one that includes an emphasis on faith. So travel compa-
nies seeking to meet the needs of this segment are providing travelers with many
new options.

Christian travel is not an entirely new concept, so why the sudden growth? It
seems lectures or travelogues donÕt quite cut it with this new generation of travel-
ers. They donÕt want to be told about their faith; they want to experience it for
themselves. They want to explore where Jesus was baptized and where Paul
preached.They want to see the country where they have supported missionaries for
years. They are the ones planning where their next church conference or retreat
will go for the weekend, and they are choosing cruise ships over hotel ballrooms.
This new generation is seeking to explore the world and experience different cul-
tures. Most importantly, they are looking to bring their faith and the Bible alive
through their travels.

The next five to ten years will prove to be a most exciting time for Christian
travel. One of the factors that will contribute to the growth of faith-based travel in
the coming years will be the new U.S. passport laws that will require travelers to
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Mexico, Canada, and the Caribbean to possess a passport.With only an estimated
30 percent of United States citizens possessing a passport, this new requirement
will encourage some of the 70 percent without passports to secure one.This will
open up a whole new world for faith-based travelers to explore.

Most Christians are not aware of the variety of Christian travel options available
to them. Many may think that Christian travel is defined solely as a trip to the Holy
Land or a mission trip. Kevin J.WrightÕs The Christian Travel Plannercomes along at
precisely the right time as Christians are now faced with a plethora of new experi-
ences from which to choose. Kevin combines his passion for faith-based travel with
the in-depth foundational knowledge and expertise needed to assist travelers in the
pursuit of their life-long Christian travel adventures.

In The Christian Travel Planner, Kevin provides the seasoned traveler, the group
planner, or anyone new to Christian travel altogether with a storehouse of informa-
tion detailing the wide array of travel experiences available so they can choose
which will provide the best backdrop for their next ÒmountaintopÓ experience.

Honnie Korngold 
Christian Travel Finder, President 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

A NEW ERA

E
ach year more than 200 million Christians embark on trips around the world.1

Christians visit places ranging from Mt. Sinai, where Moses received the Ten
Commandments, to Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan, where John the Baptist bap-

tized Jesus, and to Turkey and Greece, where the apostle Paul preached the Good
News. In addition, Christians journey throughout Europe each year visiting the
Vatican, the Reformation sites in Germany, and even C.S. LewisÕ home,The Kilns,
in England. At the same time, Christians are traveling for missionary purposes to
Africa, South America, Eastern Europe, Russia, and Asia.

But thatÕs not all.Tens of thousands of Christians embark on faith-based cruises
each year. Hundreds of thousands step away from their normal daily routines to
spend time on retreat or at a monastery. Several million people make a stop each
year at Christian attractions such as biblical parks, theaters, museums, and welcome
centers. Mega-churches themselves draw similar-sized crowds to their choral and
drama performances. Christian music festivals themselves attract a staggering 22
million attendees from coast to coast and throughout the world.2 Nearly 8 million
people are involved in Christian camps and conferences,3 and a whopping 15 mil-
lion attend Christian conventions, crusades, and rallies.4

Christian travel is in a category all its own. Imagine being with family, friends,
or church members atop Mt. Nebo, the very place where Moses viewed the
Promised Land. Picture yourself sailing through the paradise-like Caribbean waters
while listening to your favorite Christian speakers and artists. Envision embracing
the Òtoughest vacation youÕll ever loveÓ by devoting your time and services to short-
term missions. All of these experiences have the potential to dramatically impact
your life and faith in a single momentÑwith profound and lasting effects.

In short, Christian travel provides a benefit virtually unmatched by any other
ministry: it enables you to experience your faith physically.There is no greater feel-
ing than being at the places where the most pivotal events of our faith took place.
Only through travel can you stand, for example, in the very same spot where the
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apostle Paul stood and delivered a speech to the people of Athens at Areopagus (Acts
17:22). ItÕs one thing to read or hear this scripture passage in the comfort of your
air-conditioned church, itÕs quite another to read, hear,and standin the very site of
the scripture passage while fighting the blistering heat and mugginess of Athens. By
physically experiencing places of faith through travel, Biblical and historical
Christian events become real placeswithreal peopleandreal meaning.The same expe-
rience applies to mission trips and other forms of Christian travel and vacations.

But thatÕs not all. Christian travel enables you to experience your faith not only
physically but also spiritually, socially, intellectually, and emotionally. No other
Christian ministry provides such unique benefits.This is just one reason why more
than fifty thousand church travel programs exist today and why religious travel lies
at the heart of worldwide tourism.

Welcome to the new era of Christian vacations!This exciting new era combines
Christian faith, fun, and fellowship with travel. Christians are journeying together
with their churches and ministry groups in greater numbers than ever before.And
they are embarking on a greater varietyof Christian travel experiences than ever
before. ItÕs not uncommon for faith communities today to offer everything from
Holy Land trips to short-term mission opportunities to Christian attraction visits
to retreat getaways to leisure vacations. What does this all mean? Christians have
found a new travel partner in recent yearsÑeach other!
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As president of the World Religious Travel Association, it is with great joy that I pres-
ent this new travel planner. IÕve written this handbook for anyone interested in
Christian tourism, including the individual traveler, group planner, and pastor or
religious leader.The book is designed to be very user-friendly and can assist you in
not only choosing the right Christian trip but also in making plans to embark on it.
In addition,The Christian Travel Plannercan help your faith community begin or enrich
its travel ministry program.

What about you? Have you considered taking a Christian vacation? With so many
options to choose from today, thereÕs never been a better time to consider such a
trip. With this Christian trip and vacation planner,youÕll have the knowledge at
your fingertips to design or choose a trip thatÕs just right for you. It may be seeing
the Seven Churches of Revelation in Turkey, visiting Christian historical sites in
Europe, embarking on a biking trip through North America with a Christian organ-
ization, joining an archaeology tour to Israel with your Christian college professor,
engaging in a missionary trip to Africa, staying overnight in a monastery, gazing
through a Christian museum, or simply spending personal time on a retreat. No
matter what your desires,The Christian Travel Plannerwill enable you to arrange and
prepare for such memorable and possibly life-changing experiences.

As St. Augustine once said, ÒThe world is a book, and those who do not travel
read only a page.Ó5 My great hope is that for your next trip, you will think Christian
vacation first.There is no better way to enjoy faith, fun, and fellowship than through
travelÑand this time, you can return home refreshed and rejuvenated in mind,
body,and soul.

May God bless and enrich your travels.
Kevin J.Wright 

Christian Travel Planner xv

Christian Travel Planner GALLEY  10/22/07  2:34 PM  Page xv



Christian Travel Planner GALLEY  10/22/07  2:34 PM  Page xvi



P A R T  O N E  

FAITH, FUN,
AND FELLOWSHIP

Christian Travel Planner GALLEY  10/22/07  2:34 PM  Page 1



Christian Travel Planner GALLEY  10/22/07  2:34 PM  Page 2



C H A P T E R  O N E

CHRISTIAN TRAVEL 
OF YESTERDAY
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C
hristian travel and general tourism are inextricably linked. Worldwide
tourism as we know it today has its roots in faith-based travel. The earliest
known days of leisure tourism date to the Egyptian Empire when religious

festivities drew outside visitors. As people streamed into the city for celebrations,
local businesses sprang up to meet the travelersÕ demands for lodging, food, guides,
and transportation.This led to the birth of todayÕs tourism industry.

In later years, the Greeks entered the arena of tourism.Tourist destinations for
the Greeks included thermal baths and sacred sites.Greek religious festivals were
also major attractions and later became sports and leisure outings. One of the
worldÕs earliest and largest tourist events was the Olympic Games in 776 BC, heav-
ily promoted throughout ancient Greece.As in Egypt,hospitality-type services and
businesses developed around the Games to assist the many visitors.Two centuries
later, the Greek citizen Herodotus, the worldÕs earliest travel writer, visited lands
stretching from Athens to Egypt and Asia and reported on religious sites and events.

In scripture, Deuteronomy 16:16 speaks of the Jews traveling on pilgrimage to
the feasts: ÒThree times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your
God in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast
of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the
LORD empty-handed.Ó Mosaic Law required every Jewish male to observe each
feast including the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), the Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost), and the Feast of Booths (Succot). Exodus 23:17 and 34:23 also speaks
of similar pilgrimage acts.

Shiloh served as one of the first destinations for celebrating the Jewish feasts.
Then, once Solomon built the Temple around 1000 BC, Jerusalem became the
prime pilgrimage site.The Babylonian exile increased Jewish travel around 586 BC,
and HerodÕs rebuilding of the Temple (approximately 20 BC) further heightened
mass pilgrimages.

During the period of Roman domination from 27 BC to AD 476, travel flour-
ished as people journeyed throughout the Empire. People traveled for a variety rea-
sons: religious, trade, political, military, communication, and leisure. And donÕt
forget the Magi, who traveled from the East for the birth of the Savior: ÒNow after
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ÒWhere is He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship
Him.Ó (Matthew 2:1Ð2)

Jesus traveled many times from Galilee to Jerusalem on pilgrimage, and much of
the Gospel of John is centered on these travels (John 2Ð13, John 5:1, John 7:2Ð3,
John 10:22Ð23, John 11Ð19).We also know that Jesus journeyed with his family to
Jerusalem as a child to observe the feasts: ÒHis parents went to Jerusalem every year
at the Feast of the Passover.And when He (Jesus) was twelve years old, they went up
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to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast.When they had finished the days,
as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in JerusalemÓ (Luke 2:41Ð43).

After the death of Jesus, the apostles and disciples embarked on travels through-
out the Roman Empire to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.Among the most ardent
travelers was the apostle Paul, who embarked over a span of several years on three
missionary journeys to modern-day Greece,Turkey, Syria, and Rome. Other apos-
tles made similar trips, including the apostle Thomas who, according to tradition,
traveled to the Far East and preached in India.

Around AD 300, the Holy Land became one of the top destinations for travel.
Three of the most famous pilgrims of this era are Helen, mother of the Emperor of
Constantine; Egeria, a woman (possibly a nun) from the western Rome Empire;
and an unknown traveler called the Bordeaux Pilgrim.

Helen traveled in the fourth century to Jerusalem where she is said to have dis-
covered the cross upon which Jesus Christ died. Egeria traveled throughout Egypt,
Israel, and Syria, most likely during the fourth century, and also wrote a travel diary
(today called Itinerarium Egeriaeor ÒThe TravelsÓ).The unknown Bordeaux Pilgrim
(from Bordeaux, France) was an anonymous Judeo-Christian traveler who made a
trip to Jerusalem in AD 333 and wrote what is essentially the first pilgrimage travel
guide. His chronicle included such travel information as descriptions of churches,
monuments, landmarks, distances, and even tips on where to eat dinner! His works
are known as the Itinerarium Burdigalense.

As time passed, Christian holy days became the norm for taking time off from
work (the very word ÒholidayÓ comes from these medieval days of religious celebra-
tion and leisure). With the fall of the Roman Empire in the fifth century though,
roads became fraught with danger, and people stayed within the confines of their
communities.This led to people spending leisure time at home rather than traveling.

By the Middle Ages, long-distance travel again became vogue.As in earlier cen-
turies, pilgrimages were one of the top reasons for making a journey. During this
time, many people traveled in groups for both safety and community. Jerusalem,
Rome, Canterbury, and Walsingham (England) became top tourist destinations.

The seventeenth century introduced a revolutionary new form of travel called The
Grand Tour. In order to complete their education, young men from aristocratic fami-
lies journeyed around Europe visiting many of the great cultural centers.This concept
of group travel foreshadowed todayÕs concept of mass tourism. The Industrial
Revolution and the inventions of the railway and steamboat eventually brought travel
to the middle class. In fact, in 1749, the first European travel guidebook was written.

In the midst of all this, missionary travel began to grown in earnest as well.
Christian missionaries began traveling around the globe, even to the New World
and the Far East. During this time, some of the first organized Protestant mission-
ary activities were launched from Greenland to the West Indies. William Carey
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founded the British Baptist missions and became essentially the grandfather of mod-
ern missions. Catholic religious orders such as the Franciscans, Dominicans, and
Jesuits also embarked on missionary travels around the world.

In 1841, a Methodist preacher by the name of Thomas Cook began what is rec-
ognized today as the first escorted tour company. In order to increase the number
of people attending his religious Temperance Society meetings,Thomas organized
group travel to his gatherings in Britain. From these religious gatherings, he then
expanded the planned itineraries to other destinations. With a business firmly in
place,Thomas offered the first overseas trip in 1861, and then in 1869, he led one
of the first organized group trips to the Holy Land. By now, the birth of escorted
travel had officially begun.

At the start of the twentieth century, travel had become a mainstay not only in
Europe but also throughout other parts of the world, including America. Christian
travel began to take a backseat to other forms of travel as people traveled for the
purpose of leisure, culture, health, or adventure. Near the end of the century,
tourism expanded from an emerging market into one of the largest, fastest grow-
ing sectors of the global economy.1

Because of the improvements in transportation, including air travel, religious
travel experienced a rebirth in the 1960s and again in the 1980s. A few companies
and organizations even began specializing in Christian and missionary travel. During
this same period, many people embarked on Christian retreats, which resulted in the
expansion of guesthouses and conference centers. Christian camps also became a
virtual Òrite of passageÓ for many youth and a mainstay of American life.

By the end of the twentieth-century, Christian crusades and rallies had evolved
from a ÒphenomenonÓ into a way of life for the Christian church. Billy Graham and
T.D. Jakes, among others, attracted hundreds of thousands into packed stadiums
and other major sport venues to share Christian faith and fellowship.The sheer vol-
ume of visitors to these events often Òtook overÓ those cities.World Youth Day was
also born during this time, attracting millions of young adults from around the
globe to see the Pope and share in Christian festivities every two or three years.
Mega-events such as these unofficially brought to a close this era of Christian travel
and ushered in a new and much more dynamic era for the twenty-first century.
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CHRISTIAN TRAVEL 
OF TODAY
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T
he new millennium immediately set a new standard in faith-based tourism
when some Christian denominations declared AD 2000 a Jubilee year and
encouraged religious travel throughout the world. A Jubilee year is a ÒHoly

YearÓ of celebrations, atonement, and mercy proclaimed by the Catholic Church
and other Christian denominations. Jubilee years resemble the Old Testament
Jubilee discussed in the Book of Leviticus. Many Christian sites and destinations
received record numbers of pilgrims in the year 2000. Rome doubled its number
of visitors from 10 million to 20 million, while the number of tourists to visit Italy
increased to a record high of 41 million visitors.1 Israel and Egypt also set records
by welcoming 2.4 million and 5.2 million travelers respectively.2,3

Since then, a new form of missionary travel has grown tremendously in popu-
larity. What is it? Short-term missions, also commonly referred to as STM. With
trips ranging from a few days to two years in length, this form of travel has become
extremely popular with youth groups, churches, and individuals.

The terrorist attacks in America on September 11, 2001, brought worldwide
tourism to a virtual standstill. However, Christian travel was one of the quickest to
rebound. During this time of grief, many churches and communities shared and
expressed their solidarity by traveling together. In addition, people of faith were
open to journeying again despite the uncertainties of war, economy, and terrorism.
Many Christians traveled with the implicit trust in and protection of God.

In the spring of 2004, historyÕs most prolific traveler, Pope John Paul II, died.The
late pontiff took more than two hundred trips to more than one hundred countries,
each time highlighting the faith, history, and culture of his destination.This provided
unprecedented media coverage of holy sites around the world including his historic
visit to Jerusalem in 2000. From 2004 to 2006, Christian travel began garnering
even further national and worldwide media attention. Major outlets including the
CBSEarly Show, TIMEmagazine,USA TODAY, theWall Street Journal, theNewYork Times,
theLos Angeles Times,and dozens of others featured stories on the growth and expan-
sion of faith-based travel.

The travel industry itself began making religious travel a key topic at major con-
ventions and conferences. During this same time, many tourist boards and compa-
nies launched new faith-based travel programs and initiatives. Christians also began
starting their own travel agencies in greater numbers. Many top quality Christian
attractions have arisen since 2001, and the construction of new ones continues to
this day. Even the Vatican is getting involved: It launched its own low-cost charter
airline in August 2007 to transport Christian pilgrims to holy sites throughout
Europe and the biblical lands.

Christian travel is set for explosive growth in the years ahead. As awareness of
Christian vacations has increased, so has the number of people turning to these
types of trips. In fact, in November 2006, the Travel Industry Association of
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America released its findings that one in four travelers is currently interested in
Òspiritual vacations.Ó4

To meet the growing demand, churches and religious organizations are now
launching travel ministries and programs in greater numbers. Pastors and leaders
have recognized that Christian travel and vacations offer a fabulous opportunity to
build fellowship and faith. As a result, the future of Christian tourism is tremen-
dously bright and poised to reclaim its rightful place as the cornerstone of world-
wide tourism.

Throughout history Christian travel has traditionally been understood as travel
to a holy site or travel with a spiritual intent. Pilgrimages, which include trips to
the biblical lands, and missionary travel, such as overseas travel to spread the
Christian faith and assist with humanitarian needs,are the two forms most closely
associated with this understanding of Christian travel.

In the past two decades though, this two-fold understanding has expanded to
include a third type of travel: leisure travel with fellowship intent.This includes every-
thing from Christian cruises to leisure vacations to attending Christian events. It even
comprises adventure and active vacations such as youth ski trips.This newest form of
travel has grown to become enormously popular with the Christian community.

Today the Christian church is beginning to recognize travel as ministry.Think of
the JESUS Film Project developed by Campus Crusade for Christ, which has had
more than six billion viewings worldwide since 19795. How was such an achieve-
ment possible? Thousands of Christians traveled the globe sharing the film on nearly
every continent in the past several decades.

It is for reasons such as this and others that Christian travel is in many ways the
par excellence of outreach ministry.Think of a typical church or Christian organiza-
tion.What ministries does it offer? You will find programs for adults, families, youth,
small groups, hospitality, music, social events, prayer, worship, faith education, and
Scripture studies.These are the same outreach ministries found on many Christian
trips and vacations.

But the question remains: Why would anybody embark on a Christian trip in
todayÕs world of glitzy vacations and destinations such as Las Vegas? The answer is
simple: Only Christian travel provides rest and relaxation for the mind, body,and
soul. Only Christian vacations enable you to experience faith, fun, and fellowship
to the fullest.

Christians embark on travel together for three primary reasons:to enrich their
lives, to experience fellowship,and to deepen their faith. First, Christian travel enriches life
because it enables the traveler to see the world and explore the beauty of GodÕs cre-
ation first-hand. It also provides an opportunity for the traveler to experience differ-
ent cultures, cuisines, and geographies. More importantly, Christian travel fosters
inspiration, joy, and a renewed sense of hope in life. Some Christian travelers receive
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a new direction or purpose in life, while others experience healingÑwhether spir-
itual, emotional, or physical.

Second, Christian travel nurtures fellowship. It is where friendships are born,
strengthened, or rekindled. Just imagine sailing across the Sea of Galilee singing
alleluias with your church community and experiencing the bonds created from such
a powerful moment. Or imagine attending a crusade in a professional sports stadium
with seventy thousand Christians, all of whom are singing praises to Jesus.What hap-
pens? Fellowship. Church members form unbreakable bonds with each other through
these powerful and emotional experiences. Christian communities return home from
these trips and vacations with strengthened ties and a shared sense of purpose.

The third, and possibly greatest, reason for Christian travel is the deepeningof faith
it produces. Christian travel enables travelers to be in the presence of sacred lands,
events, and people; these experiences often enliven and enrich oneÕs faith dramati-
cally. For example, those who enter the cave where John the Evangelist wrote the
Book of Revelation often exit with greater assurance and conviction of their faith.
Experiences like these are similar to putting prescription glasses on and letting your
faith come into clearer focus. It is common for many people to commit or recommit
their lives to Jesus while on a Christian trip. For such reasons, Christian travel has
earned its rightful place as ÒministryÓ in the twenty-first-century church.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

What Christian travel experiences exist today? I have created five categories for the
different types of Christian travel available today: pilgrimages and tours, missionary
travel, fellowship vacations, Christian events and retreats, and Christian attractions.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS

Pilgrimage is an important concept in the Christian spiritual life. Many Christians
view life itself as a pilgrimage; that is, a journey to God. In the world of travel, a
Christian pilgrimage is a journey to a holy site with a spiritual intent or purpose.

Although there is no biblical mandate to embark on a pilgrimage, many
Christians have done so throughout the centuries for various reasons. Some seek
to rediscover the origins of Christianity, while others wish to touch the very places
where Jesus and the apostles walked. For many, such a trip becomes a turning
point in their lives and their commitment to Christ. Many also return home with
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a renewed spirit and enriched knowledge of
Scripture and Christian history (and even the-
ology). And no Christian pilgrimage is com-
plete unless there is a conversion to Christ.
As the fourth-century theologian Jerome
affirmed, ÒIt is not sufficient merely to go on
pilgrimage. Its success depends upon the pil-
grimÕs ability to journey in faith, with a new
heart and with a will to conversion.Ó6

In todayÕs world, Christian pilgrimages are
more dynamic than ever before. These trips
often combine a spiritual focus with traditional sightseeing and enjoyment. For
example, you may spend a morning walking through the ruins of Corinth in Greece
(Book of Acts), while the afternoon is spent exploring the famed city of Athens and
its ancient monuments (such as Mars Hill where Paul spoke to the local population,
Acts 17:22), and in the evening you might enjoy Greek cuisine and fellowship with
your church members.

As Christian pilgrimages remain a venerable tradition in the third millennium,you
should consider making it a priority to embark upon at least one major Christian pil-
grimage in your life. One thing is guaranteed, it willbe a life-changing experience.

MISSIONARY TRAVEL 

If Christian tours and pilgrimages are the heart of Christian travel, then missions are
its lifeblood. Missionary travel is indispensable to the Christian faith, theology, and
tradition.

Today missionary travel remains as popular as ever.Consider the United
Methodist Church: it recently reported an increase from twenty thousand mission
volunteers in the early 1990s to todayÕs one hundred and ten thousand participants
and workers.7 In total, several million Christians embark on mission trips each year,
whether short or long term.This is just one of the many signs that missionary travel
remains alive and well in the Christian church.

The most popular form of missionary travel and work today is short-term missions.
These are trips typically consisting of anywhere from a few days to two years. Such
experiences can take place in North America or at the farthest reaches of the globe.

The primary purposes of missionary travel are Christian evangelism, church
planting (establishing churches in Christian and non-Christian communities), and
assisting with the humanitarian needs of the local population. In many ways, the
apostle Paul is the prime example of a Christian missionary. During his missionary

Christian Travel Planner 11

CREDIT: ISRAEL MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

Christian tours and pilgrimages remains at 
the heart of Christian travel.

Christian Travel Planner GALLEY  10/22/07  2:34 PM  Page 11



journeys, the apostle Paul spread the gospel, estab-
lished new Christian communities, and assisted the
needs of the local population.

Today, the opportunities to embark on a mission
trip are numerous. Hundreds of organizations exist
for this very purpose. In addition, thousands of mis-
sionary travel possibilities are available, depending

on the type of work you want to do, the experience you are seeking, the length of
time you can spend, and the location you desire. If you feel a ÒcallingÓ to engage in
such a trip, do not ignore it. Read the chapter on missions in Part 2 and then pick
up the phone and call a missionary agency.Within a few months to a year, you could
be in a foreign country spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ!

FELLOWSHIP VACATIONS

The newest and possibly fastest-growing segment of Christian travel today is fel-
lowship vacations.What is a fellowship vacation? Simply put, it is a leisure vacation
that is embarked upon for the primary purpose of sharing fellowship and mutual
interests. In recent years, we have seen a tremendous increase in churches and reli-
gious groups traveling together on fellowship vacations.These trip experiences fall
primarily into one of three categories:leisure, cruises, and adventure.

The first and possibly most popular segment of fellowship vacations is leisure
vacations. Like any other sector of the population, many Christians enjoy traveling
for no reason other than the recreation and pleasure it brings.These faith commu-
nity trips can include anything from sightseeing in Washington DC, to relaxing at
the beach in Florida, to watching entertainment shows in Branson, Missouri.
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What are the benefits of a Christian leisure vacation? For one, these trips pro-
vide an outlet for people of faith to join other like-minded people in their travels.
In addition, these particular leisure trips can take on a Christian character and
focus. For example, while traveling through the Canadian Rockies on a tour, groups
can talk about the majesty and awe of God who created such magnificent wonders.
Prayer and worship can be openly shared among the travelers and integrated into
the trip.That is the beauty of a Christian leisure vacation.You will find such expe-
riences nowhere else.

One of the newest categories of Christian fellowship vacations is Christian
cruises.Today, some tens of thousands of Christians embark on faith-based cruising
each year. What is behind the growth of this form of Christian travel? In short,
cruises have become one of the worldÕs most favorite vacations. Not only do cruises
represent the essence of a holiday to many, they are also quite inexpensive. For
these reasons and more, approximately 10 million North Americans embark on
cruises each year, with 15 percent of all Americans being cruise trip veterans.8

Because Christianity is about meeting people where they are and taking the
Gospel to the ends of the earth, many churches and religious organizations have
learned that taking the Gospel to the high seas is a winning combination.As a result,
today there are more than a dozen full-ship Christian charters that take place annu-
ally (a full-ship charter is where an entire ship with a capacity of two thousand to
three thousand people is hired exclusively by a group). If you have never been on a
Christian cruise, you might consider it. Many rate it as one of the best vacations of
their lives. There are many Christian cruise opportunities and destinations to
choose fromÑdonÕt miss the boat! 

One of the smaller but growing segments of Christian tourism is adventure and
active trips. Currently most of these tours and activities take place in North America
or near oneÕs hometown. Along with church- or ministry-sponsored local hiking or
biking trips, among the most popular vacations in this category are Christian wilder-
ness journeys, adventure camps, and active ranches. One of the most fascinating hid-
den gems of Christian adventure trips is the Christian African safari. Most people are
surprised to learn that such faith-based safari opportunities exist, but they do.Whether
you choose hiking, biking, or an African safari for your church or ministry adventure
trip, one thing is certainÑyou will experience fellowship like never before! 

CHRISTIAN EVENTS AND RETREATS 

Christians have congregated for various events, meetings, and gatherings since the
time of Jesus. Some came together for prayer and worship, while others came
together for decision-making meetings. Still others met for the purpose of learning
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or reflection. In most cases, though,
Christians congregated in order to seek
refreshment and renewal not only in their
personal lives but also in their communal
lives.Today is no different. Christians con-
tinue to gather at conferences, crusades,
rallies, retreats, and Christian camps in the
hopes of personal and communal renewal.

Christian conventions and rallies are pos-
sibly the most popular form of Christian
travel and gatherings today.When you take
into account the number of people who

attended Billy GrahamÕs crusades and Pope John PaulÕs World Youth Days in the past
few decades, these numbers outweigh almost any other faith-based vacation category.
On multiple occasions, more than a million people came together for these events.
Christian gatherings can take place for any reason,but the most common include
denominational convention meetings, educational seminars, music concerts, youth
conferences, political cause movements, and association and affinity group events.

Christian retreats comprise another popular segment of Christian travel. People
can embark on such experiences individually or with friends, family, or oneÕs min-
istry or church group. Retreats can take place at a guesthouse, conference center,
or even a monastery. Just as every type of Christian vacation provides certain ben-
efits, retreats can arguably provide the greatest source of personal renewal. If there
is one type of Christian travel experience every person should embark upon often,
it is a personal or communal retreat. Jesus himself did the same (Luke 4:1).

Finally, if Christian pilgrimages are
the heart of Christian travel and the
missions are its lifeblood, then what are
Christian camps? These experiences are
the genesisof Christian travel because
Christian camps often serve as the first
taste of a faith-based vacation for many
youth. Better still, many young people
walk away from these experiences with
wonderful memories, and these expe-
riences serve as the beginning of a life-
long commitment to Jesus. For this
reason alone, everyone should be given
an opportunity to attend a Christian
camp at least once while growing up.
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ATTRACTIONS

We all know about Disneyland, the Broadway theater district, and the Louvre
Museum. But where are the Christian attractions? I have great news for youÑthese
places now exist.

Since the turn of the millennium, a number of top Christian attractions and
facilities have sprung up. One of the foremost is the Holy Land Experience in
Orlando, Florida.This biblical park debuted in 2001 and today receives more than
two hundred thousand visitors a year. And not far from this venue is WycliffeÕs
interactive biblical center WordSpring Discovery Center (launched in 2002) and
Campus Crusade for ChristÕs JESUS Film Project Master Studio. Each of these
places offers experiences that rival other similar,but secular, attractions.

This is a new trend in Christian travelÑthe availability of high quality Christian
attractions and entertainment venues.Today you can choose from a variety of Christian
facilities, including museums, theaters, welcome centers, and theme parks. Best of all,
many offer first-class products and services. If you are looking for a Christian theatre
experience, look no further than Sight & SoundÕsbiblical performances, which are
attended by more than eight hundred thousand people each year in Strasburg,
Pennsylvania and Branson, Missouri9. Other top-quality Christian performances
include The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs,Arkansas, and The Miracle Theater
in Pigeon Forge,Tennessee.With so many top-drawer Christian attractions available
today, you might find yourself opting for miracles instead of Mickey.

CREDIT: SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES
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READY TO START PLANNING YOUR CHRISTIAN TRIP? 

Now that you know the five types of Christian travel experiences, you are ready to
begin planning your next Christian vacation. But many questions still remain:Which
Christian trip might be right for you? What are some of the most popular destina-
tions? How much should you budget? When should you go and for how long? Who
can assist you with travel arrangements? Part II of this book will address these ques-
tions and much more. So turn the page and begin planning your memorable trip!
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