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FOREWORD

day lives to meet God in new and refreshing av&iseétsr with

Campus Crusade for ChristOs Conference Mmisttyead Springs,
California, for many years, | was involved inimtpeloperseeing nearly six
thousand Christian retreats, conferences, an®wveqts. nearly ten year
period of time, week after week | saw ovendlhaiff @hristians leave the cares
and stresses of work and home behind to haz at@irountaintopO experi-
ence with God.

There is no doubt, something happens to us whenrnselyes in an envi-
ronment that is 180 degrees from our day-t\aetifer it is at a Christian
retreat center, on a tour abroad, a Christiaoicauiamily vacation, this change
in environment allows us to quiet the din aérgdagVives and meet God in
new and refreshing ways. Over the years | maserisges restored, families
strengthened, and career- and ministry-wearyaisadieenergized. Most
importantly, as a result of these getaways,dnhivessefresh with renewed
clarity and rededicated to a closer relatichsthip kord. This is my definition
of a OmountaintopO experience.

Because Christian travel provides an endlessopgroetynities for individ-
uals to experience these OmountaintopsO irivesjrihas been the mission
of my company, Christian Travel Finder, to malealitysfar as many people as
possible. | share that vision with Kevin J. Wdidigt,iara kindred spirit in this
pursuit.

For the last few years, unbeknownst to eachvattarddéhave been on par-
allel paths in bringing Christian travel to @ plceral awareness among both
Christian consumers and the travel trade. Chypsegbetit began to be quoted
regularly in the same articles and media fleafongigomenal growth and devel-
opment of faith-based travel. It was only afriiatéebefore our journeys inter-
sected. After getting to know Kevin, my deep @ulan@tiespect for him made
it easy to partner with him in launching thR@gyious Travel AssociationNan

I\/I ost of my career has been spent helping Gapatiginem their every-

Vi
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association dedicated to educating and eqeifpihgoéised travel planner as
well as the travel suppliers who offer thepeciaryravel programs.

The launch of WRTA and the subsequent réleagehaktian Travel Planner
come at a pivotal time in the growth of ChristenChristians today are
demanding more travel options that are fardily dnenenrich their faith.
Christians have had great success in drivipgréte world to offer products
that reflect their values, so it is no surpriséhHzdased travel is on the rapid
rise. Christian travel is following in the foofdtepe major Christian consumer
segments: Christian music, books, and films. lbgaag®that we would have
been astounded at the iddeedPurpose-Drivdretdiming one of the best-sell-
ing books of all time and of Christian booksitiegr® percent of Wal-MartOs
book sales. Equally astounding would have beeghththat Christian music
would outsell jazz and classical music comlilve@h@nBassion of the Christ
would become one of the highest grossing ffiltinsepsabsequently giving
birth to numerous faith-based subsidiaries stiidiosie

Faith-based travel is one of the fastest gyaveints $e travel. According to
the World Tourism Organization, more than 300 peitimde embark on reli-
gious travel annually around the globe. The hAmkeicans traveling abroad
for pilgrimage and spiritual purposes has gionosth$0 percent in the past
few years alone, according to the U.S. Officé afdiawmerism Industries. And
some estimates place the religious travelin@i@4iijion dollars worldwidel.
This growing economic clout of Christians isgcHpguravel industry's atten-
tion in a huge way. As a result, major tour drudtngemies are rapidly devel-
oping new products to meet this growing demasthridtiags now define an
"all-inclusive" vacation as one that includphasiseom faith. So travel compa-
nies seeking to meet the needs of this segmoemdiagetravelers with many
new options.

Christian travel is not an entirely new conedpt,tke sudden growth? It
seems lectures or travelogues donOt quiti ¢hisimeiv generation of travel-
ers. They donOt want to be told about theiefaitfrthto experience it for
themselves. They want to explore where Jesusizedsabdpwhere Paul
preached.They want to see the country wheve tgypbated missionaries for
years. They are the ones planning where theurdextonference or retreat
will go for the weekend, and they are choosrghagusiiever hotel ballrooms.
This new generation is seeking to explore tha@dvexderience different cul-
tures. Most importantly, they are looking to leimtaith and the Bible alive
through their travels.

The next five to ten years will prove to beexciiogg time for Christian
travel. One of the factors that will contribbiedooivth of faith-based travel in
the coming years will be the new U.S. passtloat laiNgequire travelers to

viii Christian Travel Planner
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Mexico, Canada, and the Caribbean to possessWiffassfyoan estimated
30 percent of United States citizens possasspmytathis new requirement
will encourage some of the 70 percent withoutsp@sspcure one. This will
open up a whole new world for faith-based taesigise.

Most Christians are not aware of the variestiah@tavel options available
to them. Many may think that Christian traveet stdély as a trip to the Holy
Land or a mission trip. Kevin J. Wrigte@hristian Travel Rianmes along at
precisely the right time as Christians are chawitliee@lethora of new experi-
ences from which to choose. Kevin combinesrhfeipiasti-based travel with
the in-depth foundational knowledge and exqettidaaassist travelers in the
pursuit of their life-long Christian travel adsentu

In The Christian Travel Plaevierprovides the seasoned traveler, the group
planner, or anyone new to Christian travel altegfe#nstorehouse of informa-
tion detailing the wide array of travel expeaaizdse so they can choose
which will provide the best backdrop for thérmaxataintopO experience.

Honnie Korngold
Christian Travel Finder, President

Christian Travel Planner iX
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INTRODUCTION

A NEW ERA

hristians visit places ranging from Mt. Sinalegesreeceived the Ten
ommandments, to Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan, nvtrerd3aplist bap-
tized Jesus, and to Turkey and Greece, whertelitaappeeached the Good
News. In addition, Christians journey throughqe &b year visiting the
Vatican, the Reformation sites in Germany, an8.&enisO horfibe Kilns
in England. At the same time, Christians arg fiavelisionary purposes to
Africa, South America, Eastern Europe, Russia, and Asia

But thatOs not all. Tens of thousands of @histidnsn faith-based cruises
each year. Hundreds of thousands step away frorméhedaily routines to
spend time on retreat or at a monastery. Séeergemile make a stop each
year at Christian attractions such as bibljta¢atmis museums, and welcome
centers. Mega-churches themselves draw sinctewdzed their choral and
drama performances. Christian music festivdigeshatimaet a staggering 22
million attendees from coast to coast and thtbaghod.Nearly 8 million
people are involved in Christian camps anccesydacea whopping 15 mil-
lion attend Christian conventions, crusadeseshd rall

Christian travel is in a category all its owme Ingagg with family, friends,
or church members atop Mt. Nebo, the very plac&lodesresiewed the
Promised Land. Picture yourself sailing thrpaghdise-like Caribbean waters
while listening to your favorite Christian speakarssts. Envision embracing
the Otoughest vacation youOll ever loveO pygutevminand services to short-
term missions. All of these experiences hawentia tpotiramatically impact
your life and faith in a single momentNwith prafuifasting effects.

In short, Christian travel provides a benefly wirtoatched by any other
ministry: it enables you to experience yquinyisitialljhere is no greater feel-
ing than being at the places where the most/@ntstaf our faith took place.
Only through travel can you stand, for examplegiry ttame spot where the

Ech year more than 200 million Christians ernlpariamund the world.
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apostle Paul stood and delivered a speecbpie thiedpleens at Areopagus (Acts
17:22). 1tOs one thing to read or hear thie sragstage in the comfort of your
air-conditioned church, itOs quite another argadi stairthe very site of

the scripture passage while fighting the iisétramgl mugginess of Athens. By
physically experiencing places of faith threeiglBitvkcal and historical
Christian events becoraéplacgghreal peopledeal meanifilge same expe-
rience applies to mission trips and other fonnistiah travel and vacations.

But thatOs not all. Christian travel enablesetiemnce your faith not only
physically but also spiritually, socially, iraélffeatnd emotionally. No other
Christian ministry provides such unique beisetfu$hone reason why more
than fifty thousand church travel programsgaxsintowhy religious travel lies
at the heart of worldwide tourism.

Welcome to the new era of Christiahaatotist) new era combines
Christian faith, fun, and fellowship with travstia@irare journeying together
with their churches and ministry groups inngreders than ever before. And
they are embarking on a gnesietpf Christian travel experiences than ever
before. 1tOs not uncommon for faith communities difda everything from
Holy Land trips to short-term mission opportan@tasstian attraction visits
to retreat getaways to leisure vacations. Wtias @tlemiean? Christians have
found a new travel partner in recent yearsNegch oth

CREDIT: TURKISH CULTURE AND TOURISM OFFICE, NEW YORK

Christians have found new travel companionshirach ot
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As president of tverld Religious Travel As$oisiatitmgreat joy that | pres-
ent this new travel planner. IOve written thimihdodianyone interested in
Christian tourism, including the individual tgreelprplanner, and pastor or
religious leader. The book is designed to tereendly and can assist you in
not only choosing the right Christian trip lutnagsong plans to embark on it.
In additionThe Christian Travel Rlanmeip your faith community begin or enrich
its travel ministry program.

What about you? Have you considered takingrav@bason? With so many
options to choose from today, thereOs neveesttereinaeio consider such a
trip. With this Christian trip and vacation plsout@H, have the knowledge at
your fingertips to design or choose a tripsheitds for you. It may be seeing
the Seven Churches of Revelation in TurkeyChisgtian historical sites in
Europe, embarking on a biking trip through Naitia Autie a Christian organ-
ization, joining an archaeology tour to Isrgelwihristian college professor,
engaging in a missionary trip to Africa, stayigitovea monastery, gazing
through a Christian museum, or simply spendi@d freeson a retreat. No
matter what your desité® Christian Travel Rialheeable you to arrange and
prepare for such memorable and possibly lifg-ekpegences.

As St. Augustine once said, OThe world is a thasle afmb do not travel
read only a page.O5 My great hope is thate®t tyiyyou will thir®hristian
vacatidirst. There is no better way to enjoy faith, ftell@mship than through
travelNand this time, you can return home refiadhesjuvenated in mind,
bodyand saul

May God bless and enrich your travels.
Kevin J.Wright

Christian Travel Planner XV
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CHAPTER ONE

CHRISTIAN TRAVEL
OF YESTERDAY
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ourism as we know it today has its rootshiaskitliravel. The earliest

nown days of leisure tourism date to the Egypiianvhen religious
festivities drew outside visitors. As peopledsindautine city for celebrations,
local businesses sprang up to meet the travaters@déodging, food, guides,
and transportation. This led to the birth of tmaré@sndustry.

In later years, the Greeks entered the aremsnmofTmunist destinations for
the Greeks included thermal baths and sackeeesitedigious festivals were
also major attractions and later became speigsranoutings. One of the
worldOs earliest and largest tourist event®hapih&ames in 776 BC, heav-
ily promoted throughout ancient Greece. As ihdsgyialjty-type services and
businesses developed around the Games torassistisiters. Two centuries
later, the Greek citizen Herodotus, the world€istesei writer, visited lands
stretching from Athens to Egypt and Asia aed oepeitgious sites and events.

In scripture, Deuteronomy 16:16 speaks of thavéémg on pilgrimage to
the feasts: OThree times a year all your meglpsahbéfore the LORD your
God in the place which He chooses: at the Rézmstavfdd Bread, at the Feast
of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; &atl tirwtyappear before the
LORD empty-handed.O Mosaic Law required evenaliewistbserve each
feast including the Feast of Unleavened Brmaxl),(BassFeast of Weeks
(Pentecost), and the Feast of Booths (Succof3Exbdnd 34:23 also speaks
of similar pilgrimage acts.

Shiloh served as one of the first destinatielebrating the Jewish feasts.
Then, once Solomon built the Temple around 1@00sBlend became the
prime pilgrimage site. The Babylonian exiledidenemsetravel around 586 BC,
and HerodOs rebuilding of the Temple (appr@an®@2Ijurther heightened
mass pilgrimages.

During the period of Roman domination from 2XB&7®, travel flour-
ished as people journeyed throughout the Eipleiteai?eled for a variety rea-
sons: religious, trade, political, military, comnumieat leisure. And donOt
forget the Magi, who traveled from the Easbiightbiethe Savior: ONow after
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in thieayshefking, behold, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, sayings ®\/indre has been born
King of the Jews? For we have seen His $fasiratftthave come to worship
Him.O (Matthew 2:1D2)

Jesus traveled many times from Galilee to Jerysgjemage, and much of
the Gospel of John is centered on these travai1@lalohn 5:1, John 7:2D3,
John 10:22D23, John 11D19).We also know thatriggecs yith his family to
Jerusalem as a child to observe the feastit©Misrpao Jerusalem every year
at the Feast of the Passover. And when Heg Jesh&® years old, they went up

Cristian travel and general tourism are ingxtinéal. Worldwide
t
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to Jerusalem according to the custom of thedaasie\Whad finished the days,
as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered hsmleém® (Luke 2:41D43).

After the death of Jesus, the apostles ancedigeiptes on travels through-
out the Roman Empire to spread the gospelbfidegumong the most ardent
travelers was the apostle Paul, who embarkguhover several years on three
missionary journeys to modern-day Greece, Tiakagd3gome. Other apos-
tles made similar trips, including the apostle Whopeccording to tradition,
traveled to the Far East and preached in India.

Around AD 300, the Holy Land became one of éisértafioths for travel.
Three of the most famous pilgrims of this etaramadther of the Emperor of
Constantine; Egeria, a woman (possibly a nurg westettn Rome Empire;
and an unknown traveler called the Bordeaux Pilgrim

Helen traveled in the fourth century to Jerusaiershe is said to have dis-
covered the cross upon which Jesus Christ idiéchvietgst throughout Egypt,
Israel, and Syria, most likely during the fount}y aadtalso wrote a travel diary
(today calldtinerarium Egesia®The TravelsO). The unknown Bordeaux Pilgrim
(from Bordeaux, France) was an anonymous Jtidadr@elsr who made a
trip to Jerusalem in AD 333 and wrote whatiglgskerfirst pilgrimage travel
guide. His chronicle included such travel infoamdgsariptions of churches,
monuments, landmarks, distances, and even tigstoreatginner! His works
are known as ttieerarium Burdigalense

As time passed, Christian holy days becamefthidaionm time off from
work (the very word OholidayO comes from theselaysdié religious celebra-
tion and leisure). With the fall of the Roman iEntipérdifth century though,
roads became fraught with danger, and peoplgfstayiee confines of their
communities. This led to people spending lesatradime rather than traveling.

By the Middle Ages, long-distance travel againvdgoarAs in earlier cen-
turies, pilgrimages were one of the top reasmisnigra journey. During this
time, many people traveled in groups for botansaésmmunity. Jerusalem,
Rome, Canterbury, and Walsingham (England) beoanmst tgstinations.

The seventeenth century introduced a revohewiamn of travel callée
Grand Toum order to complete their education, youngmanigtocratic fami-
lies journeyed around Europe visiting mamgaf thetgral centers. This concept
of group travel foreshadowed todayOs conceptoofrisnasThe Industrial
Revolution and the inventions of the railwagrabdat eventually brought travel
to the middle class. In fact, in 1749, the firgidaurapel guidebook was written.

In the midst of all this, missionary travel bggannton earnest as well.
Christian missionaries began traveling arolahe,tbeeg to the New World
and the Far East. During this time, some ofdhgafiized Protestant mission-
ary activities were launched from Greenland/st thedies. William Carey

Christian Travel Planner 5
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founded the British Baptist missions and bectatly tesgrandfather of mod-
ern missions. Catholic religious orders suchieaxigearis, Dominicans, and
Jesuits also embarked on missionary travelsearmutad

In 1841, a Methodist preacher by the name o€bbkrbagan what is rec-
ognized today as the first escorted tour coropaderyténincrease the number
of people attending his religious Temperancen8etieds, Thomas organized
group travel to his gatherings in Britain. Femeligesis gatherings, he then
expanded the planned itineraries to otheratestikiaki a business firmly in
place, Thomas offered the first overseas tfipand.8ten in 1869, he led one
of the first organized group trips to the Holy.aod, the birth of escorted
travel had officially begun.

At the start of the twentieth century, travelcbatebee mainstay not only in
Europe but also throughout other parts of thimeledidg America. Christian
travel began to take a backseat to other f@vekasf people traveled for the
purpose of leisure, culture, health, or adventurtheNead of the century,
tourism expanded from an emerging market ihthetagest, fastest grow-
ing sectors of the global ecanomy.

Because of the improvements in transportaiing iagluravel, religious
travel experienced a rebirth in the 1960s ainctfagdi®80s. A few companies
and organizations even began specializingme@tinstssionary travel. During
this same period, many people embarked onr€ingistiawhich resulted in the
expansion of guesthouses and conference cistisansc&hps also became a
virtual Orite of passageO for many youth dayl af ivaiescan life.

By the end of the twentieth-century, Christide<arghrallies had evolved
from a OphenomenonO into a way of life fotisimecBbrah. Billy Graham and
T.D. Jakes, among others, attracted hundreds obthmtagaexcked stadiums
and other major sport venues to share Chthistiaoh fieliowship. The sheer vol-
ume of visitors to these events often Otoatseveiti@stworld Youth Day was
also born during this time, attracting milliomsngf adults from around the
globe to see the Pope and share in Chrigtias &gty two or three years.
Mega-events such as these unofficially bralogd this era of Christian travel
and ushered in a new and much more dynantie dveefay-first century.

6 Christian Travel Planner
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CHAPTER 2

CHRISTIAN TRAVEL
OF TODAY
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when some Christian denominations declared ADudiée year and

encouraged religious travel throughout the \Johited year is a OHoly
YearO of celebrations, atonement, and mercy pbyctagn€dtholic Church
and other Christian denominations. Jubilee gedie the Old Testament
Jubilee discussed in the Book of Leviticus. Mtag €ltes and destinations
received record numbers of pilgrims in the §eRog@®doubled its number
of visitors from 10 million to 20 million, whifeithber of tourists to visit Italy
increased to a record high of 41 million Misitalsand Egypt also set records
by welcoming 2.4 million and 5.2 million tragsfsstively.

Since then, a new form of missionary travel masgremdously in popu-
larity. What is it? Short-term missions, also gorefeordd to as STM. With
trips ranging from a few days to two years jthisrfigtm of travel has become
extremely popular with youth groups, churchediyahls.

The terrorist attacks in America on Septemb6d dra@@ht worldwide
tourism to a virtual standstill. However, Chrastelmias one of the quickest to
rebound. During this time of grief, many churchemanuhities shared and
expressed their solidarity by traveling togettiditibm, people of faith were
open to journeying again despite the unceftaiatieonomy, and terrorism.
Many Christians traveled with the implicit indtprotection of God.

In the spring of 2004, historyOs most prolficRopee John Paul 11, died. The
late pontiff took more than two hundred tripetthamone hundred countries,
each time highlighting the faith, history, aredafiiisrdestination. This provided
unprecedented media coverage of holy sitelseavarialincluding his historic
visit to Jerusalem in 2000. From 2004 to 200i@&nCheistl began garnering
even further national and worldwide media altpiooutlets including the
CBZEarly ShoWwMEnagazinelSA TODAYENall Street JoutimetNewYork Times
theLos Angeles Tameéslozens of others featured stories on trengreman-
sion of faith-based travel.

The travel industry itself began making reéigeaskey topic at major con-
ventions and conferences. During this same titoeyisianyards and compa-
nies launched new faith-based travel progratisgieesl Christians also began
starting their own travel agencies in greates.ndaretop quality Christian
attractions have arisen since 2001, and théi@os$tngsv ones continues to
this day. Even the Vatican is getting involuaedhkdats own low-cost charter
airline in August 2007 to transport Christiansptlgrholy sites throughout
Europe and the biblical lands.

Christian travel is set for explosive growtlyearthahead. As awareness of
Christian vacations has increased, so has thaf peoyderturning to these
types of trips. In fact, in November 2006, the fidagityl Association of

_I_he new millennium immediately set a new stafadt@rtbased tourism
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America released its findings that one in détenstrs\currently interested in
Ospiritual vacations.O

To meet the growing demand, churches and rejgnizegtions are now
launching travel ministries and programs imgnelages. Pastors and leaders
have recognized that Christian travel and eéfeatefebulous opportunity to
build fellowship and faith. As a result, the fu@lmestan tourism is tremen-
dously bright and poised to reclaim its right#fdgpthe cornerstone of world-
wide tourism.

Throughout history Christian travel has trgdleeralunderstood as travel
to a holy site or travel with a spiritual inkgnm&yes, which include trips to
the biblical lands, and missionary travel, sierseas dravel to spread the
Christian faith and assist with humanitarisareéeelsyo forms most closely
associated with this understanding of Chuigtian tra

In the past two decades though, this two-fokdndidgreas expanded to
include a third type of travel: leisure tradellaitship intent. This includes every-
thing from Christian cruises to leisure varatiemsling Christian events. It even
comprises adventure and active vacationsutbhdkiasigs. This newest form of
travel has grown to become enormously popthl@rGiitistian community.

Today the Christian church is beginning toeré@vghis ministry. Think of
the JESUS Film Project developed by CamputC@leétewhich has had
more than six billion viewings worldwide sinfcél@®@7®as such an achieve-
ment possible? Thousands of Christians trgletexdsiaring the film on nearly
every continent in the past several decades.

It is for reasons such as this and othersstizat Céwel is in many ways the
par excellesficeutreach ministry. Think of a typical chutwiisbarCorganiza-
tion.What ministries does it offer? You wilbfinanps for adults, families, youth,
small groups, hospitality, music, social eventsygnstyier faith education, and
Scripture studies. These are the same outréaes$ fiomimd on many Christian
trips and vacations.

But the question remains: Why would anybody erab@tkistian trip in
todayOs world of glitzy vacations and destiohtans as Vegas? The answer is
simple: Only Christian travel provides rest eattbrefar the mind, boalyd
soul. Only Christian vacations enable you to@xfetre fun, and fellowship
to the fullest.

Christians embark on travel together for thesg pramons enrich their
lives, to experience fellowship, and tdaitepiest, i@airistian travel enriches life
because it enables the traveler to see thel empld@nthe beauty of GodOs cre-
ation first-hand. It also provides an oppontihéyriveler to experience differ-
ent cultures, cuisines, and geographies. Moretiyn@triatian travel fosters
inspiration, joy, and a renewed sense of hoBenndiféhristian travelers receive
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a new direction or purpose in life, while otlerisrexphealingNwhether spir-
itual, emotional, or physical.

Second, Christian travel nurtures fellowshihdtesfriendships are born,
strengthened, or rekindled. Just imagine safghacBea of Galilee singing
alleluias with your church community and ergeherimonds created from such
a powerful moment. Or imagine attending a craigaofessional sports stadium
with seventy thousand Christians, all of whogingrersiises to Jesus.What hap-
pens? Fellowship. Church members form unbradkahbitn leach other through
these powerful and emotional experiences. Ghmistiamties return home from
these trips and vacations with strengthenga tsbsuad sense of purpose.

The third, and possibly greatest, reason fon @hvslis tlteeepenioigfaith
it produces. Christian travel enables traveddrstiwelpresence of sacred lands,
events, and people; these experiences oftememivechaoneOs faith dramati-
cally. For example, those who enter the cavehmhtise Beangelist wrote the
Book of Revelation often exit with greater assulacanviction of their faith.
Experiences like these are similar to puttigipregiasses on and letting your
faith come into clearer focus. It is common fpeop&yo commit or recommit
their lives to Jesus while on a Christian sighragasons, Christian travel has
earned its rightful place as OministryQ irytfiestveemitury church.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

What Christian travel experiences exist todaygpebted five categories for the
different types of Christian travel availablgilgpifaages and tours, missionary
travel, fellowship vacations, Christian evertreaisidard Christian attractions.

PILGRIMAGES AND TOURS

Pilgrimage is an important concept in the Gipirstieat life. Many Christians
view life itself as a pilgrimage; that is, a fouBual; In the world of travel, a
Christian pilgrimage is a journey to a holyn sitspwiitual intent or purpose.
Although there is no biblical mandate to embagklgrimage, many
Christians have done so throughout the centaniesi$oreasons. Some seek
to rediscover the origins of Christianity, waikwish to touch the very places
where Jesus and the apostles walked. For matmp saetoimes a turning
point in their lives and their commitment to K2hrigtalso return home with
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a renewed spirit and enriched knowlec
Scripture and Christian history (and eve
ology). And no Christian pilgrimage is
plete unless there is a conversion to (
As the fourth-century theologian Jel
affirmed, Olt is not sufficient merely to |
pilgrimage. Its success depends upon i
grimOs ability to journey in faith, with a
heart and with a will to conversion.O  creorm seaec sty OFC;"“RI'SM

In today®s world, Christian pllgnmag%r%ggft toue anc pronmages remains at
more dynamic than ever before. These trip
often combine a spiritual focus with tradlgbtsﬂeshhg and enjoyment. For
example, you may spend a morning walking thraighah€orinth in Greece
(Book of Acts), while the afternoon is spenhgxpéfamed city of Athens and
its ancient monuments (such as Mars Hill wepok®&uthe local population,
Acts 17:22), and in the evening you might erj@uiSiee and fellowship with
your church members.

As Christian pilgrimages remain a venerateitréuttihird millennium, you
should consider making it a priority to embaakle@asinone major Christian pil-
grimage in your life. One thing is guaramétak ia life-changing experience.

MISSIONARY TRAVEL

If Christian tours and pilgrimages are theClaastiah travel, then missions are
its lifeblood. Missionary travel is indispensiabl€hoistian faith, theology, and
tradition.

Today missionary travel remains as popular Gengder. the United
Methodist Church: it recently reported an inomaseehty thousand mission
volunteers in the early 1990s to todayOs chamdieinethousand participants
and workerdn total, several million Christians embark @m tmgsseach year,
whether short or long term. This is just onmahihgigns that missionary travel
remains alive and well in the Christian church.

The most popular form of missionary travel dandayaskshort-term missions.
These are trips typically consisting of anpwheréeft days to two years. Such
experiences can take place in North Amerefarthest reaches of the globe.

The primary purposes of missionary travel tem @haisgelism, church
planting (establishing churches in Christian@hndstian communities), and
assisting with the humanitarian needs of fopldatEdn. In many ways, the
apostle Paul is the prime example of a ChsgtaamiDuring his missionary
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journeys, the apostle Paul spread the gospel, estab-
lished new Christian communities, and assisted the
needs of the local population.
Today, the opportunities to embark on a mission
o cRep kEVIN L WRISHT friy gre numerous. Hundreds of organizations exist
Missionary ravel is the lifeblogd. g yery purpose. In addition, thousands of mis-
of Christian travel. . e . .
sionary travel possibilities are available, depending
on the type of work you want to do, the expesieace seeking, the length of
time you can spend, and the location you desifeelfayOcallingO to engage in
such a trip, do not ignore it. Read the chaptsiansnm Part 2 and then pick
up the phone and call a missionary agencyewithonhs to a year, you could
be in a foreign country spreading the gospeIClirls

FELLOWSHIP VACATIONS

The newest and possibly fastest-growing segmestiinftravel today is fel-
lowship vacations.What is a fellowship vaogiigrfiSit is a leisure vacation
that is embarked upon for the primary purpaseg@felowship and mutual
interests. In recent years, we have seen a tréencegaseisn churches and reli-
gious groups traveling together on fellowsioipsv@bate trip experiences fall
primarily into one of three categlaimse, cruises, and adventure

CREDIT: KEVIN J. WRIGHT

Christians travel together on leisure vacations.

The first and possibly most popular segmensifigellacationseisure
vacatiariske any other sector of the population, matignSteigoy traveling
for no reason other than the recreation anel ipleasgs. These faith commu-
nity trips can include anything from sightsé&ishimgton DC, to relaxing at
the beach in Florida, to watching entertainmsiin Sranwson, Missouri.
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What are the benefits of a Christian leiswoe¥&oatone, these trips pro-
vide an outlet for people of faith to join keherinided people in their travels.
In addition, these particular leisure trips can &kehristian character and
focus. For example, while traveling through thendRoekles on a tour, groups
can talk about the majesty and awe of God ethsucteatagnificent wonders.
Prayer and worship can be openly shared anawetptheand integrated into
the trip. That is the beauty of a Christianviststien. You will find such expe-
riences nowhere else.

One of the newest categories of Christian gellaaatons is Christian
cruises. Today, some tens of thousands of Emigtriran faith-based cruising
each year. What is behind the growth of this @mistiain travel? In short,
cruises have become one of the worldOs reosidatioris. Not only do cruises
represent the essence of a holiday to manyatkeygaie inexpensive. For
these reasons and more, approximately 10 miligxmddcans embark on
cruises each year, with 15 percent of all Alneingacisiise trip veterfans.

Because Christianity is about meeting peoplkewlaee and taking the
Gospel to the ends of the earth, many churctlggoarsdorganizations have
learned that taking the Gospel to the highveeasig combination. As a result,
today there are more than a dozen full-shgmChesters that take place annu-
ally (a full-ship charter is where an entiréhshigapacity of two thousand to
three thousand people is hired exclusivelypy H goo have never been on a
Christian cruise, you might consider it. Mangsainetof the best vacations of
their lives. There are many Christian cruisentgs@nd destinations to
choose fromNdonOt miss the boat!

One of the smaller but growing segments af @hriiia is adventure and
active trips. Currently most of these tours\étiesdekie place in North America
or near oneOs hometown. Along with church-rgispainistred local hiking or
biking trips, among the most popular vacatisrtmiagbry are Christian wilder-
ness journeys, adventure camps, and active rarafitee @ost fascinating hid-
den gems of Christian adventure trips is tla@ &fiicstn safari. Most people are
surprised to learn that such faith-based setanitiggexist, but they do.Whether
you choose hiking, biking, or an African sadari ¢ébuych or ministry adventure
trip, one thing is certainNyou will experieneesfefidike never before!

CHRISTIAN EVENTS AND RETREATS
Christians have congregated for various evengs, ameegatherings since the

time of Jesus. Some came together for prayeshapdwilide others came
together for decision-making meetings. Stithettfersthe purpose of learning
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or reflection. In most cases, though,
Christians congregated in order to seek
refreshment and renewal not only in their
personal lives but also in their communal
lives. Today is no different. Christians con-
tinue to gather at conferences, crusades,
rallies, retreats, and Christian camps in the
hopes of personal and communal renewal.
Christian conventions and rallies are pos-
creom kv wrier — giply the most popular form of Christian

Retreats have long been a main: :
of Christianty #&el and gatherings today. When you take

into account the number of people who
attended Billy GrahamOs crusades and Pogiés WbridPaulth Days in the past
few decades, these numbers outweigh almosfaitty-béised vacation category.
On multiple occasions, more than a million peeptegether for these events.
Christian gatherings can take place for angutegmeomost common include
denominational convention meetings, educatioaid, seusic concerts, youth
conferences, political cause movements, anoheaisd@éfinity group events.

Christian retreats comprise another popularsieghresitan travel. People

can embark on such experiences individuallyienagttiamily, or oneOs min-
istry or church group. Retreats can take ptagestitause, conference center,
or even a monastery. Just as every type of @easitanprovides certain ben-
efits, retreats can arguably provide the greatest personal renewal. If there
is one type of Christian travel experiencersoeergipeuld embark upon often,
it is a personal or communal retreat. Jesudititheeame (Luke 4:1).

Finally, if Christian pilgrimages are
the heart of Christian travel and the
missions are its lifeblood, then what are
Christian camps? These experiences are
the genesid Christian travel because
Christian camps often serve as the first
taste of a faith-based vacation for many
youth. Better still, many young people
walk away from these experiences with
wonderful memories, and these expe-
riences serve as the beginning of a life-
long commitment to Jesus. For this
reason alone, everyone should be given

creom ke wmenr @M OPPOrtunity to attend a Christian
Fifteen million Christians attend conventiolig ang@mp at least once while growing up.
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ATTRACTIONS

We all know about Disneyland, the Broadway i$teateradd the Louvre
Museum. But where are the Christian attraciiemg?eiat news for youNthese
places now exist.

Since the turn of the millennium, a number ofistiprCéttractions and
facilities have sprung up. One of the forenmdtiaty thand Experience in
Orlando, Florida. This biblical park debuted andG0tiay receives more than
two hundred thousand visitors a year. And ooh fhisfrvenue is WycliffeOs
interactive biblical center WordSpring Discavenry(laenched in 2002) and
Campus Crusade for ChristOs JESUS Film PeojStuditadEach of these
places offers experiences that rival othebstradarlar, attractions.

CREDIT: SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES

Christian attractions like Sight & Sound Thdedresiundreds of thousands of visitors per year.

This is a new trend in Christian travelNthéligyaifatigh quality Christian
attractions and entertainment venues. Todaghpmsedrom a variety of Christian
facilities, including museums, theaters, welcameaoertteeme parks. Best of all,
many offer first-class products and serviceselfogking for a Christian theatre
experience, look no further Bight & Soumdflisal performances, which are
attended by more than eight hundred thousandapkopdar in Strasburg,
Pennsylvania and Branson, MisSther top-quality Christian performances
include The Great Passion Play in Eureka 8priggs, And The Miracle Theater
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. With so many tophdsdiaer aitractions available
today, you might find yourself opting for mistelag of Mickey.
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READY TO START PLANNING YOUR CHRISTIAN TH

Now that you know the five types of Christlaexpesiences, you are ready to
begin planning your next Christian vacationyBptesigons still remain: Which
Christian trip might be right for you? What eref benmost popular destina-
tions? How much should you budget? When sgowdd/éor how long? Who
can assist you with travel arrangements?tRiarbtodf will address these ques-
tions and much more. So turn the page and biegjryplammemorable trip!
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